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From the founder’s desk...

Conservation in Ancient India

Part Ill

Mamallapuram records the earliest technique of mending of Sculptures
(Continued from Feb-2012 issue)

To revert to the rules for restoration of the
temple structures: when extreme damage occurs
to the structuresto anga, upangas by vegetation,
trees, anthills, beesetc., thereisno need to build
anew balalayato carry out renovation. Balalaya
isaritual to capturethe power vested inthemain
deity in a pot and seal the same to keep in a
temporary room or in another shrine, and
continue to offer worship, until renovation is
completed. Itisalsoinvoked inthe painted panel
of the deity or in awooden replica of the deity
depending upon the duration of therepair inthe
main shrine. In case of very shorter duration of
the conservation works the powers are
transferred to the Kalasa (Water pot) and for a
period up to six months painted panel and
exceeding that wooden replicais prescribed.

It is known as Ilankoil and even in case of
construction of a new temple the Balalaya is
obligatory.

“Balaayam vina Mulalayam Nasti”

Such repair work is called Navikarana. The
original deity isreconsecrated and vested with a
power taken out of the sealed pot. Instead of
this, Sakti or power of the temple could be
invoked in the Mahabera (the principal Vimana)
and the renovation work carried out. When,
however, the Vimanaisfallen or damaged, worn-
out, devoid of angastruck by lightening, itscolor
got faded, or the very space lost, a balalaya
should be built and rebuilding carried out. Shri
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Prasna Samhita also agrees with this method.
However, it adds that if differences of options
crop up, any one of the following three models
may be adopted to settle the dispute, (a)
Samyama-consensus (b) Chitka (lot) and (c) the
decision of great pious men(Mahatmas)

A point of great significance to modern
conservators is the following passage which
dtipulates:

(A) In restoration, the same form and the
proportion should be maintained.

(B) The same school, to which thetempleor
sculpture belongs, should be followed.

(C) The same material should only be used.

(D) The same measurements should be
maintained.

(E) When done otherwise, calamitieswould
befall on the Ruler /the people.

Restoration of Sculptures

The earliest reference to a restoration of
sculptureisrecorded in the introductory part of
the Sanskrit composition known as
Avantisundarikatha by the poet Dandin, who is
considered to be the contemporary of Pallava
king Rajasimha, in the beginning of the 8th CE.
The reference is to the restoration of the arm
near the wrist of the sculpture of Vishnu
Anantasayin in the shore temple complex at
Mamallapuram (Mahabalipuram).



Dandin himself was a learned person in
architecture and temple arts. He refers in this
work to one Lalitalaya, son of Mandhata, agreat
master in architectural sciencewho could surpass
even the Yavanas. As already stated, the
Ananthasayasin scul pturewas slightly damaged
in one of its arms, near the wrist. Lalitalaya
restored the broken part.

Visiting theroyal court at Kanchi, heinvited
the poet Dandin to come to Mamallapuram to
see the restoration he had done. Dandin went to
Mamallapuram with his friends and saw the
sculpture by the side of the waves. “In the
enchanting environment of cool breeze, and the
waves almost touching the feet of the image
Anantasayin, he saw the extraordinary skill of
the sculptor in the restoration work. The work
was so perfect that he could not noticethewrist,
(Manibandha), any traces of restoration. He
admired the work of Lalitalaya’

This account brings out many important
facts: (@) it showsthat asearly asthe 8th century
CE the restoration of damaged parts of a
sculpturewasrecognized asaskilled art: (b)that
damaged sculptures could be restored: (c) even
poets and learned men took keen interest in
examining such restoration work and (d) that
therestored part should be absolutely trueto the
original. Further this would go against the
popular belief that if a stone sculpture is
damaged, it should not be worshipped.

There are several agamic passages deaing
with the specific question of what should be done
with broken sculptures. They treat them under
prayaschitta vidhi. There are minor variations
in rules between one text and another.

The deities are classified differently as Self-
manifest image Svayambhu Murtis

Those consecrated by sages, Arsha Pratishta
Humanly made, Manusha Pratishta.

In the case of Svambhu and Arsha Pratishta
there is no question of replacements.

In the case of humanly made the scul ptures
beyond repairs should be immersed in  deep
water or dropped in River or sea.. For this
purpose, the parts of sculpture are divided into
major limbsand minor limbs. Textua authorities
give many options with specifications for
guidance in all such cases of damages. The
Mariachi Samhita, an early Vaikhanasa text of
the Vaishnavites, says that the stone sculpture,
if found damaged in parts other than Mahangas,
should be repaired and not discarded. Itsdivine
power should be invoked in Balalaya and after
mending it should be reconsecrated.

We will probe into other rules for re
consecration in our next | ssue.

(to be continued.....)

- T.Satyamurthy
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Annamalal Hills

Dharma, Seva and the Vedic
Civilisation

The Vedic civilization evolved
on the banks of Sindhu and
Saraswati with Dharma as the
basis of evolution. Though it got
the name “Hinduism” in later
times, it is still denoted
as Sanatana Dharma.
Theltihasas and Puranas have
vividly described the crushing
of Adharma by
different Avatars of almighty
Bhagwan, whenever it raises its
head and attempts to rule over
this world. In the Kaliyuga,
though Bhagwan doesn’t
descend as an Avatar, he
establishes the reign of Dharma
through His Blessed Avatara
Purushas such as Adi Sankara,
Ramanuja, Ramana Maharishi
and Ragavendra, et al. Such
mahatmas bless and guide
people through their
immortal dharmopadesas.

A huge threat is looming
large over this bhumi known
for punya and Dharma,
surrounded by Adharmic alien
forces. It is essential for us to stick
to Dharma to destroy the alien
forces and safeguard our
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motherland. Though many
Dharmic concepts have been
described in our Vedic religion,
for us, the two most important
are “Maheswara Seva” and
“Mahajana Seva”.

Maheswara Seva caters to (i)
protection of temples and
continuation of worship rituals
flawlessly (ii) construction of
temples in places where there
are none and daily rituals of
worship (iii) renovation of
dilapidated temples and
resumption of worship and (iv)
organising temple related
festivals involving the local
populace across castes and
communities. Mahajana Seva
caters to donating food, clothing,
houses, education and medicines
for the poor, downtrodden and
incapacitated people, apart from
social and community services.

The sacred town of
Thiruvannamalai stands
testimony to the fact that
Mahatmas reside permanently in
places where Maheswara
Seva and Mahajana Seva are
carried out perennially without
hindrance. The thought that my
recent experience in

Mysticism

Thiruvannamalai during Chitra
Pournami would be meaningless
and become useless if it is not
shared with others, has resulted
in this column.

A Siddhar Bhumi known for
Sevas

Thiruvannamalai is
considered a “Siddhar Bhumi”,
that is, a land of Siddhars.
Siddhars are considered
representatives of God with
complete mastery over the
powers of nature. They are
believed to have conquered
death and live anywhere and
everywhere without being seen,
recognized or identified by
ordinary humans, and other
living beings. Certain places in
general and mountain ranges in
particular are considered
permanent seats of Siddhars;
Thiruvannamalai is one such
sacred place.

Gauthamar, Arunagiri Yogi,
Namachivayar, Namachivayam
(author of ‘Annamalai Venba’),
Viroobatcha Devar, Arunagiri
Nathar (author of
‘Thiruppugazh’), Kondappa
Desikar, Jadini Shanmuga Yogini



Ammal, Ammani Ammal,
Seshadri Swamigal, Ramana
Maharishi, Yogi Ramsuratkumar
are some of the greatMahaans of
later times, who lived and
attained Siddhi in
Thiruvannamalai, apart from the
countless Siddhars who are
believed to be permanently
seated in Annamalai.

(Ref: Thiruvannamalai, V.
Narayanaswami, Manivasagar
Pathippakam, Chennai, 1996.)

Ramana Maharshi Ashram,
Seshadri Swamigal Ashram, Yogi
Ramsuratkumar Ashram, the
Mathams established by the
disciples of Namachivayar, are
some of the organisations which
have been rendering great
service to the people. In the
recent times, in order to arrest
the illegal and immoral
evangelical and conversion
activities by the Church and
Christian Missionaries and also to
take care of the needs of the
Hindu masses, many Hindu
organizations have opened
branches in Thiruvannamalai.
Kanchi Matham opened a branch
recently.

History of Thiruvannamalai
Temple

Stone temples came into
being only during the Pallava
Dynasty. Thiruvannamalai
Temple is one of the earliest
stone temples built by the Pallava
Kings. Later, the Cholas,
Vijayanagar Kings, Thanjavur
Nayaks and others built many
sanctorums, mandapams and
towers. The kings of the Tulu
dynasty also made some
edifices.

The Chola period inscriptions
found in this temple start from
the time of Vijayalaya Chola’s

(849 C.E - 8th century

inscriptions) and go
for about 400 years
of Chola Samrajya up
to 13th century CE, &
giving us a lot of
historical
information.

Then, from 13th
century CE to 16th
century CE, kings like
Kadavarkon Kopperu
Singan, Posala King Veera
Vallaalan, Vijayanagara Kings
(Krishnadevaraya & others),
Thanjavur Nayaks (Sevappa
Nayak & others) marked their
inscriptions with vivid details of
their times. The inscriptions
found in this temple are in Tamil,
Sanskrit and Kannada.

Sage Meikkandaar, who
blessed us with the divine treatise
“Sivagnana Botham” donated a
lot to this temple on 22-5-1232
CE. Even Kings from far off places
(Ganges and nearby kingdoms)
donated wealth for this temple.

Annamalai in Literature

Annamalai has found place in
all kinds of literatures such as
Puranas, Anthathis, Venbas,
Prabandhams, Pathikams,
Vannam, Sathakam, Kovai,
Maalai, Viruththam, Keertanas,
Sthothras, Kummi and plays.

As far as Sangam literatures
is concerned, Thiruvannamalai is
mentioned in Akanaanuru and
Natrinai. Thirugnana Sambandar
(Thevaram), Thirunavukkarasar
(Thevaram), Sekkizhar
(Periyapuranam) and Ramalinga
Swamigal (Thiruvarutpa) sung
hymns on Thiruvannamalai.
More than 60 Sthal Purans are
available in Tamil, and in Sanskrit
we have Arunachala Stotras and
Arunachala Ashtakam.

Thiruvannamalai is mentioned
even in Keno Upanishad.

Sanctity of Pournami

Although many festivals are
celebrated in Thiruvannamalai
every month, Karthikai Deepam
and Chithirai Thiruvizha are quite
famous and both culminate on
Pournami (full moon) Pournami
is a very important day for
Hindus, and apart from Karthikai
Deepam and Chithra Pournami,
we have festivals like Thai Pusam,
Vaikasi Visakam, Avani Avittam,
Masi Magam (Ganga Snan in
Prayag) and Panguni Uthram
(Holi in northern and western
India) being grandly celebrated
on Pournami.

Satyanarayana Puja is
commonly performed on
Pournami Day by people across
the country. Pournami Vrat has
been observed by Hindus since
ancient times. People observe
fast right from morning and end
their fast only after sighting the
moon and performing puja in the
evening.

Thiruvannamalai is a place
where Bhagwan Shiva himself
stands as Annamalai (mountain).
That is why it attracts millions of
devotees from world over for
every Paurnami Day!

- B R Haran
Freelance Journalist, Chennai
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REACH ACTIVITIES

“:.':
NS

1. The final stage of re-fixing
the flooring of the 100 pillared
hall at Varadaraja Perumal

temple, Kanchipuram.

2. TheGanga Kondan Mandap
situated exactly opposite the
Kanchi Mutt, wasfalling off due
to heavy roofi accretion and a

broken main lintel stone
weighing some 6 tonnes!
Traditional craftsmen who make
the Umbrellas for the Utsavams
across the city continue their
work only in this mandapam.
After somefuroreinlocal dailies,
and our timely intervention by
supporting the Lintel with some
wooden scaffolding, we could
thwart thefaling off. Timely help
from member parton Narayanan
a Power plant Industrialist,
helped us obtain permission and
repair thewhole Gangai Kondan
Mandap. While cleaning it was
reveal ed that paintings had been

Happenings...as on March 2012

there once throughout the
mandap and has been scrapped
off. Also are seen some intricate
inscriptionsat theflooring. Work
ison...

,ﬁh ?é

4. Omega Internationa Schooal
children from 8" standard were
taken to Kanchipuram to educate
them on the heritage & temple
history of Kanchipuram.
Varadargja Perumal temple and
Kailasanathar temple were shown
to them, which resulted in 2 of the
children ending up writing poetry
onthesame! (Pictureb)

3. The Brahmanya Lingam
temple which was on the road
side near Orikkai, where the
MahaSwami Maha Periyaval did
Puja and stayed there many a
number of times, isrenovated by

Ao

5. Dr T Satyamurthy inspected
many a sites during Dec 2011 -
Feb 2012. Few of them are
Alathur (Picture 6) on ECR road,
Pudhur near Ocheri, Pennalur
near Sriperumbudur (Pic 7 ) and
Chakkudi near Madurai in

our trustee Shri.S. Hariharan.
After obtaining Deiva Prasnam,
Puja was performed and
renovating thetempleto aproper

structure has begun.

YAALI | March 2012 | 23



January 2012. Chakudi temple
adorns as the cover story in this

issue.

W - hemT
6. Dr Satyamurthy and his team
comprising Secretary J.Chandra
sekaran, Archeaol ogists
Parandaman, Madivanan and
Shankar are currently excavating
a old Shiva temple site, thus

exposing the whole plan which
was buried underneath some 10
feet below, in Peranambakkam

near Devikapuram, Polur.

7. An abandoned Shiva
temple was taken up for
renovation by the efforts of Call
taxi drivers from Chennai in a
village called Thandurai. When
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the REACH team inspected the
temple, it was found that the
nearby Vishnutemplewastotally
razed down to build a new
modern structure, much to the
dismay of the team, but luckily
the presence of mind of these
taxi- drivers, humble heritage
wardens, made us give arequest
letter to the HR& CE officialsto
save the Shiva temple from
destruction and also utilize the
razed stones from the Vishnu
temple to renovate some other
heritage temple nearby. The
Shiva temple, with rich
inscriptions was again brought
back to action, with the result of
Deiva Prasnam, which mentions
the Shiva and Ambal to be very
powerful, namely Ratna
Garbeswarar and Swarna
Kalikambal. It is learnt that
Kuberaa ong with hiswife came
to this shrineto pray to the Lord
to protect hiswealth.! Kambanna
Devar inscriptions and some
Telugu inscriptions mentioning
the village as Thandurai and
Sitaramapuramu are seen.

P T

8. REACH members made an
heritage trip on 4" of February
to Karandai, Thooss Mamandur,
and Seeyamangalam. The blogs
of few members are seen here:

http://reachhistory.blogspot.in/
2012/02/4th-february-heritage-

trip.html

9. REACH FOUNDATION
started its Madurai Chapter in
association with Pandya Nadu
Centrefor Historical research, on
4th Feb 2012 at their office
located at Room No0.310, 184/5,

KPS Arcade, Bye-Pass Road,
Madurai 625010.

Archaeology Members Shri. C.
Santhalingam, Shri. P Rgjendran
and B. Athmanathan, and new
members Shri. S. Poovalingam,
Karaikudi K. Kalairajan,
Chakkudi R.Swaminathan and
M. Ravichandran along with
REACH Founder President Dr T
Satyamurthy and REACH Secretary
and PRO J. Chandra sekaran,
attended and discussed the ideals
of REACH and wished that the
awareness to conserve and
preserve heritage structures be
spread to rural public down South




